Town Council and Zoning & Planning Board

Joint Workshop

October 27, 2006

Present:
Jim Proctor, Mayor



Dick McCallum, Commissioner



Jeanine Noble, Commissioner



Russ Pitts, Commissioner



Chuck Watkins, Commissioner



Dick Washburn, Chairman, Zoning and Planning Board



Bill Bush, Zoning and Planning Board



Bud Schichtel, Zoning and Planning Board

Also Present:
Shannon Baldwin, Community Development Director


Mary Flack, Town Clerk, Recording Secretary



Chuck Place, Town Manager



Sheila Spicer, Code Enforcement Clerk
The Town Council handled several items of business before the joint workshop with the Zoning and Planning Board. One of the items was to impose a 60 day moratorium on new subdivision in Lake Lure. The council voted to impose the moratorium on receiving new applications, sketch plans, and preliminary plats for any new subdivision.

The Town Council held a discussion and public hearing on the short-term rental of homes in the R-1 zoning district. Several citizens spoke regarding the issue, most of them in favor of continuing to allow short-term home rentals. 
The Council decided to refuse the bid for the town center walkway project and re-advertise for bids at a later date.

The Council voted to approve a request from John Cloud for a fabric structure permit.

During the joint workshop with the Zoning and Planning Board, the Council and the Board discussed priorities for the Board. The Town Council directed the Zoning and Planning Board to work on an amendment to the Zoning Regulations that would restrict commercial development at the lake front and to initiate a study on short-term home rentals in the R-1 zoning district during the remainder of their meetings this year. The Council then directed the Zoning and Planning Board to work on the following issues during the first part of 2007:

1. Insert tree protection provisions into the Zoning Regulations relative to individual lots.

2. Develop steep slope regulations.

3. Extend an extraterritorial jurisdiction in specific areas.

4. Develop an overlay district for elevations above 1500 MSL.
5. Insert a conservation subdivision provision into the Subdivision Regulations.

6. Extend the Towns jurisdiction to fill holes that currently exist in the town’s jurisdiction.

7. Continue studying Short-term home rentals in the R-1 zoning district.

The Council also authorized Mr. Baldwin to begin searching for someone to fill the position of Subdivision Administrator. The council agreed to authorize funding for the new position beginning January 1, 2007 as long as funds are available.
